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TRANSFORMATIVE PARTICIPATION IN AGRO-BIODIVERSITY GOVERNANCE
MAKING THE CASE FOR AN ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE APPROACH
Agro-biodiversity is increasingly being governed, directly or indirectly, by communities of farmers. These communities establish their own
governance structures, defining the conditions of participation of their members. This poster presents the research framework of an
ongoing research project studying how these conditions influence and shape ecological conditions, in particular agro-biodiversity, using
environmental justice as a research framework.
Brendan Coolsaet, UCLouvain brendan.coolsaet@uclouvain.be @bcoolsaet
PARTICIPATION &
ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY
In the last two decades, participation in environmental
governance has broadly been advocated for by both
researchers and practitioners, as it is general ly assumed
to lead to favorable outcomes. However, empirical
research was unable to establish clear causal l inks
between participation and improved outcomes. I f we are
to strengthen participation, the question to address
therefore is not ifparticipation produces effective results,
but under which conditions i t does. To find these
conditions, one has to look at how biodiversity
governance has evolved.
THE EVOLUTION OF PARTICIPATION IN
BIODIVERSITY GOVERNANCE
Participation in the context of biodiversity governance in
Europe has undergone 3 majors shifts. 1 These shifts
reflect a governance approach increasingly concerned
with 'people', their knowledge and their needs. In order to
be lead to effective results, participation needs to be
rethought in the same context, focussing on
democratization through empowerment, justice and
citizenship. This can be done by using recent
developments in the environmental justice l iterature.
ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE AS PARITY
OF PARTICIPATION
Recent research on environmental justice departs from
the monodimensional view of environmental justice being
about ex-post distribution of benefits and burdens only.
Based on Nancy Fraser's theory of democratic justice, it
encompasses aspects of recognition and representation,2
which this project uses to analyse the ex-ante, enabbling
conditions for participation. Fraser herself sees
participation as the "most general meaning of justice".3
A REAL LIFE EXAMPLE:
PARTICIPATORY PIG BREEDING IN GERMANY
Pig breeding in Schwabish Hall , Germany, has undergone
fundamental change over the last 20 years. In an attempt
to save a local pork breed, the community has radical ly
revamped its breeding practices. Organised by a
community-based governance system, breeding departed
from the productivist turnmoil to place environmental and
social aspects center-stage. In doing so, conditions to
participation can be traced back to one of the 3
dimensions of environmental justice above.
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FROM TOP-DOWN/STATE-
CENTERED TO BOTTOM-
UP/COMMUNITY-BASED
FROM 'SCIENTISM' TO
POST-NORMAL SCIENCE
FROM PRESERVATION TO
CONSERVATION &
SUSTAINABLE USE
IMPROVED
ENVIRONMENTAL
QUALITY?
PARTICIPATION
CONDITIONS?
DISTRIBUTION RECOGNITION REPRESENTATION
The economic and material
dimension(s) al lowing/denying
participants the resources they
need to interact with others as
peers. Whether derived from a
analytical ‘classist’ view of
society, or from a more empirical
‘socio-economic status’
approach, the ex-ante
distributive dimension analyses
access to economic and material
resources for participation.
The socio-cultural conditions
allowing and/or preventing
people from participating,
whether based on a socio-
cultural status model ("status
inequality prevents participation")
or through an identity model
("disrespect of a participants’ or
group’s identity prevents
participation").
Stage on which justice-relevant
struggles are played out. I t tel ls
us who is included, and who
excluded. . . I t sets the procedures
for staging and resolving
contests in both the economic
and socio-cultural dimensions:
who participates, who decides
who participates, how are
decisions taken, etc.
STRUCTURAL SUPPORT
FIXED MARKET PRICE
GUARANTEED BUYING OF PRODUCTION
COMMUNITY-BASED QUALITY CONTROL
MAJORITY-ELECTED CHAIRMEN
ONLY REGIONAL FARMERS
COMMUNITY-OWNED PROCESSING UNITSNO IMPOSED PRODUCTION AMOUNTS
COLLABORATIVE LEARNING CENTER
EXPLICIT 'LEARNING FROM THE SOUTH'
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